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WATER HAZARDS *
•
A “water hazard” is any lake, sea, pond, river, or ditch (whether or not containing water).  
•
All ground and water within the hazard is part of the water hazard.
•
Water hazards are marked by YELLOW stakes and/or lines.  A ball touching the hazard line is in the hazard.
•
You must not touch the ground in the hazard with your club before making a stroke at the ball.  However, your club may touch an obstruction or any grass, bush or other growing thing.
•
If your ball is in a water hazard, you have three (3) options (see Diagram 1):

1)
Play the ball as it lies without penalty (Point A).

2)
Under penalty of one stroke, play your next stroke from the spot where the original ball was last played (Point B).

3)
Under penalty of one stroke, drop a ball behind the hazard anywhere on the line connecting the hole and the point where the ball last crossed the margin of the water hazard (Line C-C).
LATERAL WATER HAZARDS *
•
A “lateral water hazard” is a water hazard or part of a water hazard that is so situated that it is not possible or it is not reasonable for a player to drop a ball behind the water hazard.

•
Lateral water hazards are marked by RED stakes and/or lines.  

•
If your ball is in a lateral water hazard, you have five (5) options (see Diagram 2):

1)
Play the ball as it lies without penalty (Point A).

2)  
Under penalty of one stroke, play your next stroke from the spot where the original ball was last played (Point B).

3)
Under penalty of one stroke, drop a ball behind the hazard anywhere on the line connecting the hole and the point where the ball last crossed the margin of the water hazard (Line C-C).  [Note:  This is usually not possible or practical in the case of a lateral water hazard.]

4)
Under penalty of one stroke, drop a ball within two club-lengths of the point where the ball last crossed the margin of the hazard and not nearer the hole (Shaded Area D).

5)
Under penalty of one stroke, drop a ball within two club-lengths of the point on the opposite side of the hazard equidistant from the hole from where the ball last crossed the margin of the hazard (Shaded Area E).

*
In taking relief from a water hazard, you must always disregard the location of the ball in the hazard, as well as the “line of flight” of the ball into the water hazard, other than to determine where the ball last crossed the margin of the hazard.









